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PERSONAL DETAILS: 
Date of Birth: 17/7/1968 
Nationality: Australian 
 
EDUCATION: 
1998-2001   PhD, Dept. Marine Biology James Cook University (JCU). Project title: 

Trophic limitations in small reef fish: an evaluation of herbivory in the 
Blenniidae.  

1997  Bachelor of Science. Honours. Dept. Marine Biology, JCU. Project title: 
Cryptic dietary components in territorial damselfish. 

1996  Bachelor of Science. JCU. Majors in Marine Biology & Zoology 
1990  Bachelor of Pharmacy. University of Sydney 
 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 
2007- Post-doc, ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, James Cook 

University 
2005-2007 Research Associate, Indirect effects of coral bleaching. Newcastle 

University, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK 
2003-2004 Marine Ecology Faculty, School for Field Studies. Sth Caicos, Turks and Caicos 

Islands, Caribbean. 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
My research interests lie in linking large scale ecological studies of coral reef communities with 
rigorous studies of individual species functional ecology to gain a mechanistic understanding of 
the effect of disturbance on coral reefs. I am currently involved in a large collaborative effort 
examining the ecological impacts of disturbance on a global scale. My involvement in this work 
examines the impact of climate change on coral reef communities, with an emphasis on reef 
associated fish assemblages. The effects of coral bleaching on species richness, ecological 
versatility, functional and taxonomic diversity of coral reef fishes are being examined in relation 
to functional ecology, reef resilience and socio-economics. I am particularly interested in how 
coral reefs are changing in terms of their dominant habitat types, the consequences of this change 
to reef associated communities and the long term prognosis for reef ecosystems.  
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Australia. 
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2005-2007 Leverhulme trust 
1997-2000 Australian Postgraduate Award 
1987-1989 Soul Pattinson Cadetship 
 
RESEARCH GRANTS: 
2006 National Geographic ($29 000 USD) 
2005 Fisheries Society of the British Isles (£1000) 
2004 PADI AWARE ($1055 USD) 
2001 Doctoral Merit Research Scheme, James Cook University ($2500 AUD) 
2000 Doctoral Merit Research Scheme, James Cook University ($2000 AUD) 
2000 Australian Coral Reef Society ($1200 AUD) 
 
LICENCES & CERTIFICATES: 
NAUI Dive Master (approx. 500 dive hours) 
Queensland speed boat drivers license 
Radiotelephone operators restricted certificate 
Queensland Ambulance first aid certificate 



DAN Emergency oxygen course  
 
MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS: 
International Society for Reef Studies 
The Fisheries Society of the British Isles 
 


