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BIKINI ATOLL INSCRIBED ON WORLD HERITAGE LIST
Today the Bikini Atoll Nuclear Test Site was inscribed on the World Heritage List.

The Bikini Atoll was the site of atomic weapons testing during the early days of the Cold War. Between 1946 and 1954, 67 nuclear test were carried out in the Marshall Islands, 23 of them in Bikini.  This equates 7000 times the force of the Hiroshima bomb. 

“The people of Bikini were removed from their island in March 1946 prior to the commencement of the first tests, on the understanding that this was their sacrifice ‘for the good of mankind and to end all world wars.” Mayor of Bikini Atoll, Alson Kelen, who travelled to Brasilia to present at the World Heritage Committee said “We left reluctantly and with great sadness- as our beautiful island became the location of the greatest destruction humankind is capable of, and we lost our way of life.”
“Inscription of Bikini Atoll Nuclear Test Site is an opportunity for the dramatic events that occurred to be remembered. The experience of nuclear testing, the displacement of our people from our homeland and the devastating contamination of our country is a story that has been repeated in many places around the world.  As a World Heritage site, Bikini Atoll will forever tell the story of this period for human history,” said Kelen. 

It seems that finally, the sacrifice of the Bikinians is recognised by the world. Bikini Atoll has been inscribed today on the prestigious World Heritage List by the 34th meeting of the World Heritage Committee in Brazil.
“Bikini Atoll stands as a monument and memorial to the dawn of the nuclear age,” says Nicole Baker, an Australian who has worked on developing this nomination with the Government of the Marshall Islands over the past 5 years.

“At first glance Bikini looks like the quintessential tropical paradise, an image beloved by our modern culture as a place of peace and simplicity.  However, when we look closer, we see the scars of the craters and the bunkers and equipment. Now you can see nature recovering – the vegetation is coming back, the birds are coming back and the coral reef is very healthy with an abundance of fish and an amazing population of sharks. It is this evolving landscape that memorialises the vast and terrible power of nuclear weapons and their interaction with nature.” 

Jack Niedenthal, a spokesperson for the people of Bikini, says it is now safe to walk on the islands and to stay there for extended periods of time. “People can go and stay there for as long as they want – there’s no problem with gamma radiation – the reason that people aren’t living there now is that there is still cesium-137 in the soil, and this gets into the food crops, so people can’t eat food grown on land.” 

Bikini Atoll is the first World Heritage site for the Marshall Islands.

For more information….

For information about Bikini Atoll, please contact:  

Jack Niedenthal

Bikini Atoll Liaison Officer

 bikinijack@gmail.com  

Majuro, Marshall Islands

(+692) 625-3177
Alson Kelen

Mayor of the People of Bikini

alsonkelen@gmail.com
For further information about the World Heritage inscription process and the heritage values of Bikini Atoll, please contact Nicole Baker.  
nicole.f.baker@gmail.com 
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· The World Heritage Committee, at its 34th session in Brazil, has inscribed Bikini Atoll Nuclear Test Site on the World Heritage List. 

· Bikini Atoll has been included on the list for the role that tests of atomic weapons at Bikini played in shaping global culture in the second half of the 20th Century. 

· Bikini Atoll is the first World Heritage site for the Marshall Islands. 

Bikini’s World Heritage Values

· Bikini has been inscribed under two criteria for World Heritage recognition, which require that it be:

· An outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates significant stage(s) in human history.  

· Directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance.

· Bikini Atoll is distinctly 20th Century heritage, standing testimony to the dawn of the nuclear age, the start of the Cold War and the era of nuclear colonialism.

· The  nuclear tests at Bikini Atoll shaped not only the history of the people of Bikini and the Marshall Islands, but had a crucial impact on the entire world.  Events at Bikini gave rise to powerful symbols that characterise the second half of the 20th century – images that are so familiar to us – the Bikini swimming costume,  Godzilla- the embodiment of radioactive energy, and of course, the mushroom cloud.

· At first glance Bikini looks like the quintessential tropical paradise, an image beloved by our modern culture as a place of peace and simplicity.  However, when we look closer, we see the scars of the craters and the bunkers and equipment. Now you can see nature recovering – the vegetation is coming back, the birds are coming back and the coral reef is very healthy with an abundance of fish and an amazing population of sharks. It is this evolving landscape that memorialises the vast and terrible power of nuclear weapons and their interaction with nature.

· The people of Bikini were removed from their island in March 1946 prior to the commencement of the first tests, on the understanding that this was their sacrifice “for the good of mankind and to end all world wars.” It seems that finally, the sacrifice of the Bikinians is recognised by the world through inclusion on the World Heritage List.

· The experience of nuclear testing, the displacement of Marshallese people from our homelands and the exposure of Marshallese people and military servicemen to radiation is a story that has been repeated in many places around the world.  Bikini Atoll stands testament to the era of nuclear colonialism.

Operation Crossroads - July 1946

· The first peacetime atomic bomb tests, Operation Crossroads, occurred at Bikini in July 1946. This was a  pivotal event in the start of the Cold War – occurring at a time of great tension between post-war Soviet and United States. 

· Ninety-five retired naval vessels from the US, German and Japanese navies were assembled at Bikini Atoll as targets for the bombs.  

· Two bombs, Able and Baker, were detonated to examine the effects of nuclear weapons on a naval fleet.  Sixteen of these ships remain on the bottom of the lagoon at Bikini Atoll and are accessible to divers.

Castle Bravo – 1 March 1954

· A great crater more than 2km wide tells the story of the Castle Bravo test on March 1, 1954.  At 15 megatons, the world’s first deliverable hydrogen-bomb was a thousand   times greater in force than the Fat Man and Little Boy bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

· Bravo was the largest detonation ever conducted by the US, and also the US’s greatest radiological disaster. The force of the blast destroyed 3 small islands in the reef and rained radioactive ash over the people of nearby Rongelap Atoll causing severe radiation sickness. 

· The Marshalls has an important shared heritage with Japan because of this. A Japanese fishing vessel, The Lucky Dragon No.5, was also in the path of the fallout and returned to Japan with all 23 crew members sick. One crew member died and the event caused a resurgence of grief of the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  

· Godzilla was created; rising from the Pacific Ocean floor as the very embodiment of nuclear devastation.  In Japan, the enormously significant mass movement for nuclear disarmament was born.

Nature

· Bikini is astoundingly beautiful – it’s a place where people have not lived for 64 years. Nature is rebounding – the birds are coming back and the marine ecosystem is thriving.

· Bikini is particularly famous for its large populations of reef sharks.

Does anyone live on Bikini?

· The Bikini community has no plans to return to Bikini permanently to live.  Only a few people reside on Bikini at the moment as caretakers including 2 people from the US Department of Energy who monitor ongoing radiation.

· Although the Bikinians now live in several locations, they remain a close-knit community.

Is Bikini Safe?

· People can go and stay there for as long as they want – there’s no problem with gamma radiation – the reason that people aren’t living there now is that there is still cesium-137 in the soil, and this gets into the food crops, so people can’t eat food grown on land.

Dive on Bikini

· A successful tourism operation ran on Bikini from 1996 to 2008, taking divers out on the ships sunk in the lagoon. The dive operation was shut down in 2008 due to reliability issues with the local airline.  It is hoped the dive operation will resume in the near future.

