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James Cook University is working with stakeholders in the Coral Triangle region and within Australia with a view to establishing a capacity-building facility that meets the expressed needs of these nations. The objective is to assist our near neighbours build and enhance their capacity to achieve sustainable use of their marine and coastal resources and in so doing: 

· improve connections and relations between Australia and the countries of the Coral Triangle; and

· help transform marine resource management in those countries and thereby assist in maintaining social, economic, political and ecological stability.

To this important initiative James Cook University brings:

· An international reputation as the world-leading university in coral reef and tropical marine studies

· National and international standing in other areas relevant to capacity-building in the region, including education, community development, and marine resource  management, 
· A known and respected university in the Coral Triangle region (and beyond), with a large network in the region, partly due to the significant numbers of JCU alumni that now occupy senior positions within those countries.

· An Australian location that is seen as “local” in relation to the Coral Triangle region.   

James Cook University is aiming to work with established networks in the Coral Triangle region and with institutional partners in Australia to build the foundations for an Australian-based capacity building facility for the Coral Triangle region. This facility will integrate local knowledge and expertise from within the Coral Triangle Initiative and combine it with Australian-based expertise in education, community development, business management, and the science and management of coral reefs. The capacity building facility would provide a substantive and long-term contribution to the security and development of the region. 
Contact:
Professor Chris Cocklin
Deputy Vice Chancellor
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The Coral Triangle

The 5.7 million km2 of the Coral Triangle is home to the greatest diversity of marine life on earth. This region encompasses six countries: Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon islands and Timor Leste.  The Coral Triangle region borders the north Australia coastline.

A Region at Risk

The marine resources of the Coral Triangle directly sustain the lives of over 120 million people who live along the coast and they underpin political, social and economic stability for the region. The resources and the economic and social benefits they generate are at great risk though, threatened by a range of factors including over-fishing and destructive fishing practices, coral bleaching and acidification due to climate change, pollution, sedimentation and the effects of extreme weather events. 

The Response

A transformational approach to marine resource management is urgently required to avert these serious risks, which have the potential to undermine the security of the region. 

The countries of the Coral Triangle recognize the impending threats and have asked Australia to assist.

In August 2007, President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia wrote to other country leaders proposing a new ‘Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security’.  In response, the six governments of the Coral Triangle region participated in the first Coral Triangle Initiative Senior Officials Meeting in Bali in December 2007 where they agreed on a framework for a Plan of Action to be developed during 2008 and adopted at the highest political levels (see www.cti-secretariat.net for more information). The governments of the USA and Australia were the only non-Coral Triangle countries invited to participate as partners to the Coral Triangle Initiative.
	In November 2008, the Australian Government hosted the Coral Triangle Initiative’s Townsville Workshop as a first concrete expression of support for this initiative.  At this workshop, Coral Triangle country participants discussed key challenges and problems facing their countries in achieving the goals of the Coral Triangle Initiative.  

Long-term and tailored capacity building was identified as a major need to be addressed by country participants and in-region experts.
A Coral Triangle Capacity Building Facility

There is an opportunity for Australia to make a sustained and distinctive contribution to the Coral Triangle Initiative through the provision of long-term, tailored capacity building for the people of the region.  This capacity-building “facility” would specialise in the provision of learning and skills in tropical marine resource management and policy. 

The Coral Triangle Capacity Building Facility would operate as a training and education resource for the region and Australia.  It would partner with key education and training providers within Australia and the Coral Triangle region to deliver a suite of knowledge and skills, targeted at several levels:

· Educational resources for schools (primary through secondary)

· Tertiary-level training, designed to equip the Coral Triangle nations with an appropriately skilled group of professionals

· Professional development, targeted to practicing professionals

· Community development resources, designed to equip people with skills and employment opportunities.

The facility would match capacity building needs with a suite of training and education opportunities,  including:

· topics relevant to marine resource management (generic to specific); 

· a variety of modes of delivery (formal, informal); 

· training of different durations  

· in- and out-of country locations; 
· a variety of levels of education, as outlined above.
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